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towards him. Many German torpedoes were fired,
but the only battleship hit was the llarl&orough,
which was, happily, able to remain in line and con-
tinue the action.

At 7.15, when the range had been closed and line
ahead finally formed, carne the main torpedo attack
by German destroyers. In order to frustrate what
he regarded as the most serious danger, Jellicoe
ordered a turn of two points to port, and presently
a further two points, opening the range by about
1,750 yards. This caused a certain loss of time, and
Scheer seized the occasion to turn well to starboard,
with the result that contact between the battle
fleets was presently lost. Jellicoe received Beatty's
appeal at 7.54, and ordered the 2nd Battle Squadron
to follow the battle cruisers. But mist and smoke-
screens and failing light were fatal hindrances to the
pursuit, and even Beatty had soon to give up hope
of sinking Hipper's damaged remnant.

By nine o'clock the enemy had completely dis-
appeared, and darkness was falling fast. He had
been veering round to a westerly course, and the
whole British fleet lay between him and his home
ports. It was a strategic situation which, but for
the fog and the coming of night, would have meant
his complete destruction. Sir John Jellicoe had now
to make a difficult decision. It was impossible for
the British fleet to close in the darkness in a sea
swarming with torpedo craft and possibly with sub-
marines, and accordingly he was compelled to make
dispositions for the night which would ensure the
safety of his ships and provide for a renewal of the
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